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followers to abstain from supporting the bill on second reading-
He did indeed take care to save it from being weakened in
committee; but two days after it was through the commons he
deliberately provoked a scene there, got himself expelled, and
went on to deter the tenants from dropping their agitation and
rushing into the act's new land courts. His course was shrewd
in every aspect; it won better eventual terms from the courts;
and it preserved for him the support of the Irish-American
extremists. But how, then, while coercion lasted, could he be left
free? At Leeds on 7 October Gladstone declared that 'the re-
sources of civilization were not exhausted'; and six days later the
Irish leader was imprisoned in Kilmainham Jail. He had
wanted this for private as well as public reasons; having already
formed with the wife of Captain O'Shea, an Irish Liberal M.P.,
the liaison whose disclosure in 1890 ruined him.1 He was in
custody for nearly six months, till April 18825, under rather lax
conditions which permitted him not a little communication with
the outer world.
Forster's coercion ran on for that period, lasting thus for about
a year in all. It was a total failure. True, a No Rent movement,
which the Land League launched in answer to ParnelPs arrest,
came to nothing because the priests opposed it. True, the League,
too, was, in form, suppressed. But if we compare the ten months
following Forster's act with the ten preceding it, we find that
the number of agrarian outrages, instead of declining, had risen
by 60 per cent., while the number of homicides and cases of firing
at the person had trebled. So matters moved to the third phase—
the so-called Kilmainham Treaty. On 10 April Parnell was
permitted leave from prison to visit a married sister, whose son
was dying in Paris. At Eltham his own daughter, born in
February, was also dying; and he went there both on his way to
Paris and on his way back. He thus saw O'Shea, through whom
communications were opened up by Chamberlain and Glad-
stone. Both sides wanted a settlement, and there was but one
hard obstacle. Some 100,000 Irish tenants owed large arrears
of rent. Till these were paid they could not take advantage of
the Land Act, but all remained liable to be evicted. Parnell
1 Mrs. O'Shea was expecting a child, who was ParneU's; and he was anxious to
be out of the way during her confinement, lest it should precipitate a public dis*
closure. Prison achieved this, besides conferring the halo of martyrdom- The child
was born on 16 February 1882. Sec Appendix B,

